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bullets. It Is, of course, not necessary to use bullets to praotlce 
operating the bolt. And It is equally true that practice is not the 
only procedure that will marie a shell. Firing, for example, does ex- 
actly the same thing. ... 

A footnote at this point refers to something totally unrelated, 
four photographs of Oswald following his arrest. But there is a let- 
ter from J. Edgar Hoover on the bullets buried in the very last of the 
26 volumes (26H449-5oj. Of these empty eases. Hoover reported one had 
marks Indicating it had been loaded and extracted at least three times 
and "three sets of marks on the base of this cartridge oase which were 
not found (on the others) or any of the numerous tests obtained from 
the rifle. Of a second casing, it had been loaded into and extracted 
from a weapon at least twice", and there are two marks connecting this 
casing with the rifle. Hoover says, but it is not possible to deter- 
mine whether these were made on the same or different oooasions. The 
inference is dear: It could have been Just one entry into this 

weapon. And the same was true of the third oasing. 

And even with the live bullet, there were additional marks which 
"were not identified with the riflej 

Is it not surprising that the Report completely fails to indi- 
cate that by the best science available all three empty oases and the 
live bullet were connected with another rifle? Hor is this surprise 
lessoned by the failure of the Report to say whether the empty shells 
had been fired from another rifle. Could they have been reloaded fol- 
lowing fire" From another rifle and marked by merely being plaoed in 
tbo Mannlichor-Caroano, or vie# versa? 

Then there is the question of how the casings were loaded. Bul- 
lets of an entirely different character in this casing were readily 
available in Dallas. There is evidence only that Oswald did not buy 
any. This la proved in another of the Commission 1 s burials, like the 
others reproduced in facsimile, in greatly reduced sise. It is ex- 
hibit 2694, *n unsigned, undated, unidentified dooissent bearing no 
letterhead. The tables of contents of these volumes are usually less 
informative than they might easily be. In this case, even less than 
usual is revealed. The listing is "Report of investigation of possible 
target practice of Dee Harvey Oswald in Dallas, Tsx., area (CD778, 
PP.5-23)" (26H58-68). 

What relates to the Investigation of target practioe reports its 
illegality, and no evidence that Oswald ever did praotioe target shoot- 
ing. But during the course of this investigation, presumably by the 
FBI, the sources of ammunition of this type in the Dallas area are 
generally indicated and some specific investigations reported. The 
rifle, according to one dealer, had been imported by "boat loads and 
had a wholesale value of but #3.00. At two specified sources, this 
type of cartridge loaded with an entirely different type of bullet, 
hunting or soft-nosed bullets, was found. At one of these, On March 
26, 1964, two boxes, 20 rounds eaoh, of 6.5 M/M Mannlleher-Carcano, 
Western Cartridge Company, ammunition were obtained for forwarding to 
the Laboratory of the Federal Bureau of ■‘■nvestigation. One box loaded 
with a bunting load (soft nose) was obtained from John Thomas Mason, 
and the other, which was a military load, was obtained from John H. 
Brlnegar" (26H*4). 

Th„ other source Identified the Creaoent Firearms Company seethe 
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